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RUBY SEA DRAGON — DISCOVERY 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.07 am]: I rise to advise the house of a 
new discovery of a rare sea dragon species that is unique to Western Australia. The ruby sea dragon was 
discovered and identified by scientists from the Western Australian Museum and Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography in California. Amazingly, the discovery is nearly 100 years in the making, with a key specimen of 
the new sea dragon collected from Cottesloe Beach in 1919. It remained in the Western Australian Museum’s 
collection and was invaluable in extending the distribution of the new species in waters off Perth. DNA from 
another specimen that was discovered in Esperance in 2007, which is also in the Museum’s collection, was used 
to confirm the new species, which is bright red in colour and only the third species of sea dragon ever described. 
The other two species—the leafy sea dragon and the common sea dragon—are also found in Western Australian 
waters. 

Although the public face of the Western Australian Museum is often the popular exhibitions at one of the 
Museum’s public sites in Perth, Fremantle, Albany, Geraldton or Kalgoorlie, this discovery demonstrates the 
important and cutting-edge scientific and research work that happens behind the scenes at the Western Australian 
Museum’s Collections and Research Centre in Welshpool. Modern DNA technology is now a key part of species 
discovery, and much of the Museum’s collection will contribute to further discoveries. The possibilities this 
opens up for exploring, understanding and protecting our state’s unique biodiversity are unlimited. It is another 
spectacular demonstration of not only the value of our Museum collections informing current and future 
scientific research, but also why the state’s $428 million investment in a new museum is so important. Part of 
that funding includes more than $l7 million that has been committed to improvements to the scientific and 
storage facilities at the Western Australian Museum Collections and Research Centre. This work is well 
underway with stage 1, which includes new laboratories, due for completion late this year. 
I acknowledge the Western Australian Museum, particularly research scientist Dr Nerida Wilson and her 
professional colleagues at Scripps Institution of Oceanography, for their discovery of the ruby sea dragon. 
For anyone who is interested, the discovery has been published as a full scientific article in Royal Society Open 
Science. 
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